
Child Rights Impact 
Assessment Tool  

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is an important agreement by countries who 
have promised to protect children’s rights.  

The Convention on the Rights of the Child explains who children are, all their rights, and the 
responsibilities of governments. All the rights are connected, they are all equally important and they 

cannot be taken away from children.
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CHILD RIGHTS IMPACT ASSESSMENT (CRIA) 

Article 4 (implementation of the Convention) Governments must do all they can to make  
sure every child can enjoy their rights by creating systems and passing laws that promote and 
protect children’s rights. 

Apply the analysis to children under age 18, except when government services indicate an older 
age of eligibility to receive service. 

1. Summarize the objective of the proposal.  Who is intended to benefit? What rights will be secured or
advanced? What outcomes are intended?

2. Which articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child are most relevant? List articles that are
positively affected (+), negatively affected (-) or unsure (?). Attach UNCRC Summary1

UNCRC Articles Article(+) Articles (-) Articles  (?) 

1 Some articles may be supported in some ways and negatively affected in others. 
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3. Which groups of children may be affected? Consider the following identity factors gender/gender identity, age, 
location, ethnicity, First Nations status, migrant status, disability (types of disabilities), socioeconomic status, family 
structure, whether they reside outside of Canada, children living in institutions, children in care, children of incarcerated
parents, etc.2

Groups of children positively affected (explain) Groups of children  
negatively affected
(explain) 

Groups of children for which 
there may be mixed impacts 
(explain) 

4. What impacts might there be on future generations of children?

5(a): Progressive Realization/Non-retrogression
Does the proposal advance children’s rights or is it regressive (e.g., repeals or diminishes an established
right, reduces investment that affects fulfillment,…)?

2 Please note that there may be different benefits or impacts for different groups of children, such as by gender/
gender identity, age, location, ethnicity, First Nations status, migrant status, disability (types of disabilities),   
socioeconomic status, family structure, whether they reside outside of Canada, children living in institutions, children 
in care, children of incarcerated parents, and so on. 

5(b): Universality 
Does the proposal include all children, even with targeted or differentiated inclusion of some groups of children 
who need special measures for equity? If not, is this justifiable? 

5(c): Accountability/Transparency
Does the proposal include mechanisms to support accountability and transparency, such as independent, 
child-focused monitoring, regular public reporting and an appeal process? 

5. General Human Rights Principles
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5(d): Proper roles 
Does the proposal support the proper roles of: 

DUTY-BEARERS (Government and public authorities): primary duty/obligation to respect, protect and fulfil 
children’s rights? 

RIGHTS-HOLDERS (Children and youth): support children to claim their rights, participate and be 
protected from undue risk in doing so? 

RESPONSIBILITY-HOLDERS (e.g., parents, NGOs): support the capacity of rights-holders and duty-
bearers?

6. What adaptations or measures could avoid, minimize or mitigate any negative impacts/for which
groups of children?

7. What adaptations or measures could maximize any positive impacts/for which groups of children?

8. What remedies exist or should be provided if this policy results in rights violations?
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9. What other evidence and data do you have? What do you need to know?

10. Has there been any consultation in the development of the proposal? (Note
the groups consulted/affected). If so, what have they said?

Children 

Stakeholders

Government
departments/
ministries

11. What recommendations should be made? (Is the proposal the best way of achieving its aims? Should other
alternatives, including the do-nothing option, be considered? If so, what are those alternatives? What
mitigating or optimizing recommendations can be made? What additional documentation3 or evidence, if any,
is needed?)

3 If this were a more comprehensive CRIA process, UNCRC Committee guidance documents – such as the 
Committee’s General Comments and Concluding Observations to Canada - would be considered. Other human rights     
instruments including UNDRIP, CERD and CRPD would also support consideration of differential and potentially 
inequitable impacts on children. 

12. Youth Voice:

13. Useful Links:
UNCRC General Comments

Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Calls to Action

3 Ps of Children's Rights
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 

https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=53771&section=1.4
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/TBSearch.aspx?TreatyID=5&DocTypeID=11
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